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What ‘I s your role as
What I1s Trauma?
How does it manifest in our kids?

What can be done to help trauma exposed
children?

How can you use this information to better
advocate for the kids you represent?
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An attorney ad litem provides legal services to a child and owes to the child the

duties of undivided loyalty, confidentiality and competent representation. Tex.
Fam. Code § 107.001(2)

An attorney ad | item must represent and f ol
of representation in a developmentally appropriate manner, if the attorney

determines that the child is competent to understand the attorney  -client

relationship and formed that relationship with the attorney ad litem. Tex. Fam.

Code §107.004(a)(2)
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Establishing and maintaining a relationship with a child is the
foundation of representation. (ABA Standard C - -1)

Not only is it important to meet with child before hearings, the attorney
should meet in -person with the child whenever there are changes in
placement, school suspensions, in  -patient hospitalizations and other
similar changes. (ABA Standards C -1, Commentary)

Such in-person meetings allow the attorney to explain to the child what
IS happening, what alternatives might be available and what will
happen next. (ABA Standards C -1, Commentary)

Al so all ows the attorney to assess the
Standards C -1, Commentary)
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